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AROUND THE CHURCH
Drivers
Needed for Community
Pantry
Oshkosh Area Community Pantry is in
need of drivers to pick up food items
from grocery stores. It would require just
one day per week for one to three
hours. Must be able to load and unload
the items. Sign up here:
https://www.volunteeroshkosh.org/need/
detail/?need_id=482594

Youth Group
Announcements
•

Youth Group meetings for
February: Feb. 2: 6:30-8 p.m.;
Feb. 9: 6:30-8 p.m.;
Feb. 23: 6:30-8 p.m.

•

Souper Bowl Fundraiser: The
Youth Group will be collecting
donations (money and/or canned
foods) at both services Feb. 13.
There will be two students at the
back of the sanctuary after each
service holding big pots that you
can put your items in.

•

Mission Trip: The Youth Group will
be going to Elliot County,
Kentucky, this summer! We are
very excited to be heading to
Kentucky to bless the people in
Elliot County. We ask for prayers
as we prepare our hearts to serve
the community there.

Snacks needed for
Read School
We are collecting small pre-packaged
snacks, such as granola bars or goldfish
crackers (nothing too sugary, please),
for our young neighbors at Read School.
When kids forget or are unable to bring
something for their morning snack, the
teachers end up supplying it. Please
drop off your donations in the missions
collection bins in the church hallway.

SAVING GRACE
A Guide to Financial Well Being
Sunday, February 20, 2022
10:30am
Five session program to help people of
faith create healthy relationships with
money and possessions.
Participants will be provided tools to
help address life concerns and reach
personal financial goals.
More details click here
Register admin@abumc.org

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 6TH

Janet Planet
Joins our Band for the
9:00 Am Worship
A productive recording artist, performer,
teacher and clinician – her concert
schedule takes her to performance
halls, universities, jazz festivals and
clubs across the USA and
internationally.

3 WAYS TO GIVE
Online, Mobile, Snail Mail

ABUMC
1174 Algoma Blvd
Oshkosh WI 54901
Contact Us:
920-231-2800
admin@abumc.org
abumc.org

Sunday Service
Schedule
• Informal worship at 9 a.m.
• Online worship on Facebook Live!
at 10 a.m.
• Traditional in-person worship at
10:30 a.m.
Children are welcome and wanted in
worship. As a church family, we love the
wiggles and noises they bring, and we
celebrate them as a gift from God.

Dear Church Friends and Family,
I recently returned from a week of vacation.
In that time, my husband, one of my kids,
and I hiked in the mountains of the desert
Southwest.
We visited
several
National
Monuments
and learned
a lot about
ancient
civilizations,
rocks, and
some
history
about
another part of our beautiful country.
God felt deeply present in the beauty and
scope of it.
We walked the bleak landscape where
a volcano erupted a thousand years
ago. It was otherworldly. In some
places,
among the
volcanic
rock and
sand, some
new
life is finally
starting to
grow. God
felt deeply
present in
the
reminder of
new life in
surprising
places.

One day, my son John and I took the wrong
path and ended up hiking significantly more
on a rough mountain trail than we had
intended. It was breathtakingly beautiful. It
also reminded us of how out of shape we
are and what altitude does to breathing. We
learned some new things about our bodies
and what they need after a day like that.
God was present in the reminders of what it
takes to care for our bodies and to breathe
(gasp?) deeply in the world.
Vacation is often a place where my mind
and soul are renewed. Stepping away from
the usual, and experiencing something
different, gives such amazing opportunities
to re-connect with God and with ourselves.

It is important for each of us to renew our
spirits, to rest, to laugh, and to re-connect
with God. Vacation is one way to do it, but
it isn’t the only way. Read a great book.
Learn something new. Call an old friend.
Sing loudly in the car. Share God’s love in
new ways.
I pray that each one of us finds
God’s presence in a new way.
Pastor Cathy

Sam Raspel Offers Safe
Haven for Young
Members of ABUMC
Samantha “Sam” Hart Raspel, our new
youth director, joined the Algoma
Boulevard United Methodist Church
family in November 2021.
She is from Neenah-Menasha and
married Paul Raspel, who grew up as a
member of ABUMC, Oct. 23, 2021.
Raspel now is leading activities for the
middle school and high school students
at ABUMC. She says she feels a
special affinity for this age group.

business. “It’s a way to connect with
people on another level,” she says.
As youth director at ABUMC, she says
her goal is to expand the program, bring
back more participants after the COVID19 dropoff, try new things and make it a
safe environment for kids to be in.
The young people are meeting three
Wednesday evenings out of the month
and so far have participated in lessons,
activities and a holiday party. “I’m
figuring out the rhythm of the group and
the path to take with them,” Raspel
says.

“I love this age,” she says. “I feel like I
connect with them. It’s a fun age and
they’re very easy-going, they have
imaginations and love to hang out. I like
to talk with them and see where they’re
at in life, see what everyone’s going
through. I like to be involved on that
path and be a mentor to them.”

She says offering youth programs is
important because not all youths feel
comfortable or make friends in the larger
environment of school. At church, she
says, “It helps the youths find a place
they feel safe and comfortable and they
have friends to be around. It’s good for
them to have someone they know and
somewhere they can go where they can
feel safe to hang out and have friends.

Raspel graduated from Valley Christian
High School in Oshkosh and works with
her parents’ theater company,
Jubricosa, based in Neenah. She helps
teach and direct musicals with youths
ages 7 through 18.

“I’m here to be a help to the kids and to
others. I’m a listening ear, I’m a safe
person and they can come to me with
anything.”

She says the theater takes up a lot of
her time and she visits her parents
several times a week, helping out,
planning a fund-raising auction, and
preparing to take over from her father to
run the company.
She also is interested in health and
wellness and works part-time to build a
business with Plexus, a health science

INSIDE THE
OPEN DOOR
•
Ah, February, the month
of love! Here are some love-ly thoughts
to ponder:
“The giving of love is an education in
itself.” – Eleanor Roosevelt

•

“Love makes your soul crawl out from its
hiding place.” – Zora Neale Hurston
“Nobody has ever measured, even
poets, how much a heart can hold.” –
Zelda Fitzgerald
“Love cures people — both the ones
who give it and the ones who receive it.”
– Karl A. Menninger
While most love quotes refer to romantic
love, the books on display in the Open
Door Library are about other kinds of
love.
• Snowflake Bentley, by Jacqueline
Martin — love of nature and
learning. Wilson Bentley spent his
life studying and
photographing snowflakes. This is
a beautiful book for children.
• What Is Love? by Mac Barnett —
love of knowledge and definition.
A boy searches for and learns the
meaning of love. This is a
children's' book, but needs an
adult for understanding that love is
different for each person.
• Listening Is An Act of Love, by
StoryCorps — love of life and
experiences. This idea of listening
to each other was discussed on

•

•

•

•

'60 Minutes' on January 9th as a
way of healing the division in our
country.
The Measure of a Man, a Spiritual
Autobiography, by Sidney Poitier
— love of honesty and integrity.
Poitier writes that his choice of
movie roles and conduct of his life
were a result of his upbringing.
Mama Maggie, by Marty Makary
— love of service to the hopeless.
Maggie started a foundation for
helping children of the Cairo
Coptic Orthodox Christian
community living in a garbage
slum.
One Simple Act, by Debbie
Macomber — love of helping
others. True stories of how
generosity can make life better for
all concerned.
GrandLoving, by Sue Johnson —
love of grandchildren. A guidebook
for making memories with your
grandchildren.
Love in a Headscarf, by Selena
Janmohamed — love of other
cultures. A memoir of a British
Muslim who, after many years of
trying to find her own husband,
decides to accept the traditional
arranged one.
A Time to Love, by Helen
Hostetler — love of spiritual
healing and the dying. Description
and reviews are non-existent.
Cover indicates it was written
when AIDS was killing millions and
blame/criticism/hatred was
rampant.

Got Kids in College?

Loose Coin Offering

We’re super proud of all our
ABUMC young adults who are
working hard in college, and we
would like to set them up with a
nice surprise! If you have a
student currently in college, we
need some info from you. Please
contact Lisa-Marie at
connections@abumc.org with your
student’s name, school name and
address. After we get our list of
students, we will be asking for
folks to support these kids with a
nice little care package! There’s
just nothing better than an
unexpected gift, especially if
you’re a little stressed out or a little
homesick.

We had a bit of a slow start in
January, getting back into the
habit of contributing our loose
coins with our offering, so we are
going to continue to collect coins
for Red Bird School through
February. All your coins may be
tossed in the same basket at the
back of the sanctuary where you
drop your attendance/offering
envelope.

Pizza Pick-Up

As the school celebrates its
centennial, our coins will be used
to expand their STEAM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Art &
Math) programs. Our own Sarah
T. was a teacher at Red Bird
School for 10 years!

Thanks to all who placed pizza
orders to support the upcoming
mission trip to UMCOR Sager
Brown! We’re going to have a
great time making the pizzas in
the church kitchen on Saturday,
Feb. 5. The pizzas will be ready
for you to pick up that afternoon
from 1-2 p.m.

Red Bird Christian School, a
ministry of Red Bird Mission, is a
4K-12 school that provides a
quality education to students in the
area, regardless of their ability to
pay.

Wednesday after-school
Program fun!!
We have been offering a program called WASP
(Wednesday After School Program) for Read
Elementary School families on early release
Wednesdays for a few years and we’re having a
blast! Once a month, from 12:45-2:45 we host on
average 40 kids in our church and provide
organized games, crafts, experiments, music,
movies, and snacks. We have gotten great
feedback from many of the kids and parents. We
even often have tears when it comes time to send
them home! We have a fantastic group of
volunteers who make this program happen and we
could not do it without them. If you would like to
become part of our team, contact Lisa-Marie.

